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Kalinath Mukherji, p. 51). This also leads us to the same
idea.

The myth in my opinion seems to be nothing but a vivid
representation of the natural phenomenon of the summer
monsoon, the rainfall of the hot season attended with thunder-
storm. Cows are clouds and their milk is rainwater. Panis
were the demons of drought and Indra the god who caused
the downpour. Vrhaspati seems to be the planet Jupiter.

Lastly, we cannot accept the idea of Max Mtiller that Vedic
Sarama is a remnant of Helena ; we rather think her to corres-
pond with Hermes, the messenger of the god Zeus.

(2) Svan (Sdrameya). In the Rigveda, the animal is men-
tioned in connection with the Rbhus (I. 161. 13). It is said to
awaken the Rbhus when they sleep in the abode of the sun
at the end of a year. In another place (VII. 55. 2), the dog is
addressed as a bright son of Sarama (Sarameya) who shows
his tooth, which gleams like a lance's point within his mouth
when he would bite. Lastly, we are told (X. 86. 4) that, while
Indra protects the favourite Vrsakapi, the Dog, a pursuer of
the boar (varaha), has bitten his ear.

La the Atharvaveda there are three passages which definitely
refer to a celestial Dog (VI. 80. 1-3). They run thus: (i) He
flees in the firmament observing all things. We adore the
greatness of the Heavenly Dog with this offering, (ii) The
three Kalakanjas are set aloft in heaven as they were Gods.
I call all these to be our help and keep this man secure from
harm, (iii) Your birth is in water, your station is in heaven,
your majesty is on earth and in the ocean. We-will adore the
greatness of the Heavenly Dog with this offering.

It is quite clear from the above passages that the Dog is
a heavenly luminous body ; further, her birth in water indicates
that he is placed in the Milky Way. We have numerous re-
ferences to a Dog-star Sirius. in the astronomy of the West
(Whyte's Constellations and their History, p. 232; Brown's
Primitive Constellation, Vol. I, pp. 98, 99, etc.). Sirius lies in
the mouth of the constellation Canis Major. I identify Svan
with Canis Major. One of the passages from the Rigveda
above referred to (VII. 55. 2) agrees remarkably with one which
we quote below from Aratos's Phenomenon (pp. 582-5) on
Canis Major and its tooth-star Sirius. The passage runs thus :

.... His portentious jaw

Bears at the end a star which scorches most,

Resplendent;  so men it the Scorcher call.

Comparing the two passages we may say that &van re-
presents the constellation Canis Major and its tooth the star
Sirius. As the terms * constellation * and ' star * were very
loosely used in ancient times and were interchangeable it is
quite possible that Svan might have represented the Dog-star
Sirius as well (see Brown's Primitive Constellations, Vol. I,